




The extent of mental distress among younger LGBTQ+ people is one of the 

hidden scandals of our time.  Those engaged in ówokeô and óTERFô wars 

would do well to consider the effect of their words, and particularly the tone 

of their words, on young people in the process of working out who they are 

and how they want to live their lives; many find that where they need space, 

all they find is pressure - and even abuse. 

 

The artists on this iconic platter are unanimous in wishing to support the 

young people who are making their choices at a crossroads in their lives. 

They have agreed that all proceeds from sales of óComing Out Ready or 

Notô will go to charities which help and support young Queer people. 

 

Therefore, this remastered re-release is in aid of Mosaic Youth and the 

Proud Trust, which deal with mental health issues for young LGBTQ+ 

people. So, by buying óComing Out Ready or Notô, you are not only giving 

yourself a unique musical treat, you are also contributing to vital mental 

health work. 

 

Peter ScottPresland, 

January 2023 



PROUD TRUST 

The Proud Trust is a life changing charity providing education, support and 

advocacy for LGBT+ young people and their communities. The Proud Trust 

delivers youth work and one-to-one support across Greater Manchester and 

Cheshire. The charity also runs a national training and inclusion programme 

for schools, Proud Connections Live Chat, and manages Manchesterôs 

LGBT+ Centre, The Proud Place. 

MOSAIC TRUST 

To support, educate and inspire young LGBT+ persons and those around 

them. We do this by providing accessible activities, programmes and 

services that aim to empower community members, provide essential 

resources, advocate for young LGBT+ 

rights, and embrace, promote and endorse 

the diversity of young persons.  We are 

committed to building a strong and 

cohesive LGBT+ community that is safe, 

free from prejudice, and thriving. A 

community where every LGBT+ young 

person feels empowered, inspired and 

proud of who they are. 



1. Is S/He One? (Bunyan) (4:44)  

Mark Bunyan, piano and vocal 

2. Stranger Song (Kettle) (2:41)  

Toby Kettle, guitar and vocal; Richard Coles, sax 

3. Patriarchal Sparkle / Honesty (Richler) (4:36)  

Joanne Richler, synthesizer and vocal 

4. Advertisements for Heterosexuality (Ransome) (3:20)  

Chris Ransome, synthesizer and vocal 

5. Itôs Only A Phase (Collis) (4:51)  

Rose Collis, guitar and vocal 

6. War Baby (Robinson) (5:24)  

Tom Robinson, guitar and vocal; Mark Ramsden, sax 

7. Whatôs It Like To Be A Dyke? / Positive Song (Uszkurat) (4:40)  

Carol Uszkurat, guitar and vocal 

8. We Were In There (Presland, Davis) (4:30)  

Eric Presland, vocal; Norman Penny, piano 

9. In The Dark (Collis) (2:57)  

Rose Collis, guitar and vocal; Mark Bunyan, piano 

10. Nancy Boy (Ransome) (3:24)  

Chris Ransome, synthesizer and vocal 

11. Glad To Be Gay (Robinson) (5:50)  

Tom Robinson, piano and vocal plus company 



Bonus Tracks: 

12. The Gay Switchboard Jingle (#1) (Robinson) (0:24) 

Tom, Rose and Annie; Tom Robinson, vocal 

13. Schizophrenia (Bradford GLF) (1:30) 

Bradford GLF 

14. Stand Together (Bradford GLF) (1:41) 

Bradford GLF 

15. Glad To Be Gay (a.k.a. Good To Be Gay) (Robinson) (2:55) 

Tom, Rose and Annie, vocals 

16. Keep Your Filthy Laws Off My Body (Presland/Harrod) (2:45) 

Eric Presland, vocal; Norman Penny, piano 

17. She Hadnôt Up Till Yesterday (Presland/Haines/Meskill) (3:52) 

Fi Craig, vocal; David Harrod, piano 

18. The Sistersô Boogie (Do It With A Nun) (Presland/Harrod) (3:44) 

The Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence; Eric Presland, vocal; David Harrod, piano 

19. The Gay Switchboard Jingle (#2) (Robinson) (0:24) 

Tom Robinson, vocal 

20. Trailer for the record (5:03) 

Eric Presland and Mark Bunyan 



The excitement generated by the audience at the largest gay benefit concert ever 

staged in this country is very apparent on this album. On the evening of December 

8th 1982 the Albany Empire was filled to capacity with gay women and men all 

eager to support this Lesbian Line / Gay Switchboard benefit, and to welcome the 

launch of a new gay record label - GAYN RECORDS. Far from the demands of the 

mainstream music business - with its emphasis on stars, macho, the óinstant hitô - the 

objective of GAYN RECORDS is to bring gay music to a wider public. 

Some of the performers on this album will be new to you, some will be household 

names - yet between them they represent more than fifty years of gay music making. 

The audience laughed with Carol Uszkurat and Mark Bunyan, thrilled to the voice of 

Joanne Richler, hummed to the tunes of Chris Ransome and Toby Kettle, shared the 

anger and pride of Rose Collis, Tom Robinson and Eric Presland. 

The finale of this concert was truly memorable - the cheers of the audience nearly 

drowning Tom Robinsonôs  parting words . . . 

. . . òit feels like coming homeò. 

Welcome to our new home GAYN RECORDS. 

Copies of this record can be obtained by mail order from GAYN RECORDS, 89 

Paulet Road, London SE5. Price Ã 4.50p inc. post and packing. 

Taken from the original album cover - information may be outdated. 



LESBIAN AND GAY HELPLINES 

London Gay Switchboard 01-837 7324 (24 hours a day) 

London Lesbian Line 01-837 8602 (mon + fri 2-10 p.m., tues-thurs 7-10 p.m.) 

Advert 

Chris Ransome, Joanne Richter, Mark Bunyan, Toby Kettle, Eric Presland and 

Richard Coles (Consenting Adults), Rose Collis and Carol Uszkurat are all available 

for solo bookings. Enquiries to GAYN RECORDS. 
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MARK BUNYAN 

When the film industry 

made him redundant, he 

decided to settle down and 

become a star. His one-

man show has been from 

San Francisco to Stock-

holm. His first musical, 

ñJust Good Friendsò 

recently enjoyed a very 

successful run at the 

Cockpit Theatre. 

RICHARD COLES 

Educated at the Royal 

School of Church Music. 

He joined Consenting 

Adults nine months ago, 

and is involved with the 

Gay Video Project. He 

came out on óOut of 

Courtô a month ago, since 

when his grandmother has 

cut him out of her will.

ROSE COLLIS 

She started playing 

professionally 3 years ago. 

Her main interest has been 

theatre writing, and she is 

working on a musical at 

present. She was a member 

of the women's theatre 

group óHardwareô. She is 

also involved with the Gay 

Video Project, and appeared 

on BBC2ôs ñSomething 

Elseò.  

Taken from the original album cover - information may be outdated. 



TOBY KETTLE 

Was found stranded on 

Putney Towpath at the age 

of 17, and was whole-

heartedly welcomed into 

the warm embrace of  

the North London Gay 

Community, thus to be 

nurtured into a positive 

human being. Is also 

involved in the Gay Video 

Project. 

ERIC PRESLAND 

He has been involved  

in the gay movement for  

11 years - as a helpliner, 

dogsbody, writer, per-

former and óimpresarioô. 

He contributes a regular 

column to óCapital Gayô, 

writes and performs for 

Consenting Adults, and  

is well known for his  

short stories. 

CHRIS RANSOME 

ñI play a collection of 

electric gadgets and a 

keyboard, using my own 

songs. Some are about 

being gay, some about  

life in Mrs Thatcherôs 

England and Northern 

Ireland. Iôve sung with 

Wendy Wattage, stilt dancer, 

and Bona Vista slide show, 

and Consenting Adults.ò 

Taken from the original album cover - information may be outdated. 



TOM ROBINSON 

Almost needs no intro-

duction: 3 International 

Top 5 Hits, a Gold Album, 

all as an openly gay 

performer. Recently he  

has released his 7th  

album óCabaret 79ô(taken 

from performances at that 

yearôs Gay Pride Week), 

and is also developing a 

new band. 

JOANNE RICHLER 

Though not herself gay, 

she has been strongly 

identified with gay/

feminist performance 

through Gay Switchboard, 

Sadista Sisters, etc. ñI  

will go anywhere to play 

my own music, and to 

remind people that as a 

woman performer Iôm not 

just another ópretty faceô.ò

CAROL USZKURAT 

Was married; ñI think itôs 

important to say that, as 

people think they canôt  

be gay because theyôre 

married.ò She works in 

education, and insists that 

she wants to keep her 

singing for her enjoyment. 

She started performing at 

the Gay Times Festival, 

1979. 

Taken from the original album cover - information may be outdated. 



Notes by Peter Scott-Presland. 

 

Rose Collis: Itôs Only a Phase 

óItôs Only a Phaseô by Rose Collis gets its title from something we 

are always told as Queer kids by our parents and teachers: ñYouôll 

grow out of itò. But it took on a larger significance eighteen months 

later, for 1984 Gay Pride. The general community was stumbling 

along scratching its head over a mysterious new virus, and somehow, 

we managed to forget that Pride was looming in six weeksô time. No

one had prepared anything. The Gay Youth Movement and London 

Gay Teenage Group quickly stepped into the breach and decided to 

rename the event Itôs Not Just A Phase Week. This was very 

affirmative for people recently come out but left the older lags cold. 

Another of our periodic storms in teacups. I said the kids had 

organised it, so the kids had earned the right to call it what they 

bloody well liked. And they liked to call it after Roseôs song. Maybe! 



Carol Uszkurat: Whatôs It Like to be a Dyke? 

In her introduction to óWhatôs It Like to Be A Dyke?ô, Carol 

emphasises her previously married status. This was becoming more 

of an issue in the early 1980s as more lesbians were fighting for 

custody of their children, and research was beginning to show that 

two parents of the same sex might do a better job of rearing children 

than a mixed-sex couple. Suddenly we  the LGBT Press, groups like 

the Campaign for Homosexual Equality, other mixedgender groups  

were aware of this invisible hinterland of concealed lesbians trapped 

in marriages for fear of losing custody of their kids. 

 

Tom Robinson: Glad to Be Gay 

óGlad to be Gayô is a song that demands to be updated every so often 

to remain fresh and relevant to the community. I had a hand in a 

verse or two down the years. Tomôs most recent version, which he 

played at 2019 Pride in London, includes a verse about nonbinary 

gender identities; in 1976, at the time of Version One, we wouldnôt 

even have known what that meant. 



This version is almost the original. The Peter Wells case was a cause 

celebre about a ómartyrô who turned out to be rather a nasty piece of 

work. But you never can choose your martyrs. The only óupdateô is in 

Verse Two, with the reference to Gay News, our lost magazine. Gay 

News, having been the communityôs pride and main channel of 

communication for ten years, was on its last legs at the time of the 

concert, with the staff locked in an unsuccessful battle to wrestle 

control from an owner bent on flogging it off. Then Tom says, 

ñWhoops! Sorry Capital Gayò. Capital Gay was started the previous 

year as a weekly freesheet by two former Gay News journalists, 

Michael Mason and Graham McKerrow. Though constrained more 

than Gay News because of lack of space, it carried the torch for 

honest, sensitive and campaigning journalism, particularly around 

the AIDS crisis, for the next fifteen years. The cheers towards the 

end of the third verse are for all the eveningôs performers, who 

climbed onstage behind Tom to deliver the last choruses. 






